
	 1	

Disability and Society 
SYO 4430-001 

Fall 2017  
M & W 12:30-1:45 pm 

CPR 118
 
Instructor: Justine E. Egner, M.A. 
Contact Information: Jegner@mail.usf.edu 
Office: Copper Hall 216 
Office Hours: M & W 11:15am-12:15pm (or by appointment) 

 
Course Description: 
The purpose of this course is to examine the applicability of basic sociological concepts 
to the experience of disability; and to examine the experience of disability as a means to a 
better understanding of the nature of social life. As we move toward broader definitions 
of community, ones that are designed to encourage and celebrate the diversity of human 
experience, it is useful to employ the “sociological imagination” to peer behind the 
“official” conceptions of disability and examine the disability experience as another 
aspect of human diversity. The study of disability from a sociological standpoint 
heightens our understanding of the adaptability of human beings and the commonalities 
of social life that exist and persist, despite the presence of biological differences. Such 
study also encourages critical evaluation of the influence of social systems, institutions, 
and professional understandings of disability, and our own assumptions about the 
disability experience, on the well being of people with disabilities and members of their 
families 
 
This course is part of the University of South Florida’s Foundations of Knowledge and 
Learning Core Curriculum. It is certified for the Writing Intensive Core Area and for the 
following dimensions: Critical Thinking and Inquiry based Learning, Written Language 
Skills and Human and Cultural Diversity. Students enrolled in this course will be asked to 
participate in the USF General Education assessment effort. This might involve 
submitting copies of writing assignments for review, responding to surveys, or 
participating in other measurements designed to assess the FKL Core Curriculum 
learning outcomes. This course also meets Gordon Rule requirements.

Course Objectives 
The objectives of this course are for students to develop the skills and experiences 
necessary to: 
 1. Critically examine personal assumptions about the meaning and experience of 

disability  
2. Compare and contrast understandings of disability held by individuals with biological 

differences, family members of such individuals, and others in the community 
3. Differentiate among three aspects of the disability experience: the existence of 

biological differences (impairments), the need for human and/or technical 
assistance with everyday activities (functional limitations), and the existence of 
structural, attitudinal and physical barriers to full participation in the life of one’s 
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community (disability). 
4. Apply basic sociological 

theories and concepts to 
the experience of disability 
and to one’s own life. 

5. Identify similarities and 
differences in one’s own 
social experiences and 
those of individuals living 
with differences. 

6. Critically evaluate the usefulness of sociological theories and concepts in 
understanding one’s own experiences and those of individuals living with 
differences 

7. Think creatively about the ways in which understanding the disability experience sheds 
light on social structures and processes. 

8. Appreciate disability as an aspect of human diversity (such as gender, race, ethnicity, 
etc.) and to critically evaluate the affect of cultural values, norms, and ways of 
knowing on the experience of disability 

9. Observe and critically evaluate interactions between individuals with and without 
visible disabilities in public places. 

10. Critically evaluate depictions of disability in the media and the arts 
11. Increase one’s level of skill and comfort in social encounters involving individuals 

with and without biological differences or disabilities 
12. Convey ideas about the social experience of disability in writing 
13. Convey ideas about the social experience of disability in oral form 
14. Work cooperatively and productively in a small group of peers 
Student Outcomes  
 1. Students will demonstrate their ability to examine their own understandings of 

disability by taking part in class in writing (reflection essays, final paper) and 
orally in small group discussions. 

2. Students will discover the relationship between having a biological difference (or 
being a close family member of someone who has such a difference) on one's 
understandings of the disability experience by writing (reflection essays, final 
paper) and orally in small group discussions. 

3. Students will demonstrate their understanding of the differences among impairments, 
functional limitations and disability by correctly defining these terms and 
applying them to the experiences depicted in 
personal narratives and films and to their own 
observations in public places. They will do so in 
writing and orally in small group discussions. 

4. Students will demonstrate their understanding of the 
sociological theories and concepts discussed in 
class by: providing correct descriptions and 
definitions of these abstract theoretical ideas; 
creatively applying them to the disability 
experiences depicted in personal narratives and 
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films and to their own observations in public places; and creatively applying them 
to their own life experiences. They will demonstrate their ability 

in these areas in writing and orally in small group discussions. 
5. Students will demonstrate their ability to identify similarities their own experiences 

and those of individuals with biological differences/disabilities by comparing and 
contrasting their own experiences with those depicted in personal narratives and 
films. They will do so in writing and orally in small group discussions. 

6. Students will discuss the relevance of the abstract theoretical concepts discussed in 
class to their own periences and those depicted in narratives and films in small 
group discussions and will demonstrate an understanding of the usefulness (or 
lack thereof) of specific concepts in writing and orally in group discussions. 

7. Students will discuss (in small groups) the ways in which the study of disability and 
exposure to the experience of disability through personal narrative accounts has 
helped them to better understand the way the social world operates in their own 
lives. They will demonstrate an understanding of the usefulness of examining the 
disability experience to specific concepts (of their own choosing) in writing 
through their final paper.  

8. Students will demonstrate an appreciation of disability as a form of human diversity by 
comparing and contrasting the disability experience to that of members of other 

sub-cultural groups. They will 
do so orally in small group 
discussions and in writing on 
their final papers. Students 
will demonstrate a basic 
understanding of the values 
and norms of the dominant 
culture of the US, their 
agreement or disagreement 

with these values and norms and how their ability to conform to societal 
expectations might be affected by 

the acquisition of a disability. They will do so in writing and orally in a small group 
discussion. 

9. Students will demonstrate their ability to observe and critically evaluate interactions 
between individuals with and without visible biological differences or disabilities 
in public places by writing about these observations in reflection essays. 

10. Students will demonstrate their ability critically evaluate depictions of the disability 
experience in the media and the arts in writing (reflection essays, final paper) and 
orally in small group discussions. 

11. Students will demonstrate their ability to interact appropriately and constructively 
with individuals with disabilities  by engaging in structured class discussion with 
people with disabilities. 

12. Students will demonstrate the ability to convey ideas about the social experience of 
disability in writing: on reflective essays; synthesis papers; and a final paper (and 
rough draft). In each of these written assignments, students will be evaluated on 
the following criteria: content - has the student properly defined the terms used, 
given appropriate examples from the required source(s) and offered sufficiently 
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detailed evidence from 
the source(s) to support his/her analysis?; 

organization - has the student presented a 
smooth, logical argument in essay form that 
clearly supports the claims made in the 
analysis?; creativity - has the student shown 
evidence of original thought in their 
selection of examples and in the application 
of concepts?  

13. Students will demonstrate the ability to convey 
ideas about the experience of disability in 
oral form in small group discussions and in a 
group oral presentation to the class. The 
group presentation will be evaluated on the 
same three criteria used for written work. 

14. Students will demonstrate the ability to work 
productively in small groups in two ways: by 
participating in discussions of written-
assignments throughout the semester; and by 
participating in a group oral presentation of the critical analysis of a reading to the 
class. Students will be evaluated on this participation by the means outlined in 
#13. 

 
Required Texts 
All students are required to obtain the following texts: 

1. Berger, Ronald J. 2013. Introducing disability studies. Boulder: Lynne Rienner 
Publishers. 

2. Rousso, Harilyn. 2013. Don't call me inspirational: a disabled feminist talks back. 
Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 

3. Blum, Linda.2015. Raising Generation RX: Mothering kids with invisible 
disabilities in the age of inequality. New York: NYU Press 

The above books are available through the campus bookstore or can be purchased via 
amazon. I also recommend buying books from Charis Books and More. Not only will you 
be purchasing your books for class but you will also be contributing to an independent 
feminist bookstore that acts as a community space. They provide education and support 
for marginalized communities in Atlanta.  http://www.charisbooksandmore.com 
Any additional readings required will be made available on Canvas. 
 
Course Requirements/Grading 
 

1. In-class	Assignments/Assessments	and	Participation	(100	Points)		
2. Reflections	(50	points)	
3. Media	Discussion	Board	(50	Points)	
4. Class	Facilitation	(50	Points)	
5. Final	Paper	(100	Points)	
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6. Paper	Presentation	(50	Points)	
Total: 400 points  
400-372=A 359-332=B 319-292=C 279- 252=D 239- 0=F 
371-360=A- 331-320=B- 291-280=C- 251-240=D-  
1. In-class	Assignments/Assessments	and	Participation	(100	Points)		

It	is	mandatory	that	you	attend	class.	I	would	rather	you	come	late	or	have	
to	leave	early	than	miss	an	entire	class	period.	If	you	must	do	this	inform	
me	in	advance	(attendance	policy	holds	true	for	students	arriving	late	or	
leaving	early).	Not	only	are	you	required	to	attend	but	you	are	also	required	
to	participate.	Participation	requires	that	you	are	alert	(not	falling	asleep,	
texting,	Facebooking,	Tweeting,	Instagraming,	snapchatting…etc.).	In	order	to	
receive	points	for	participation	you	will	need	to	engage	in	in-class	
discussions	and	in	class	activities.	If	you	are	using	class	time	to	engage	in	
non-class	activities	you	will	forfeit	your	points	for	the	day.	This	course	relies	
heavily	on	students	participation,	group	discussion,	and	activities	this	means	
that	students	will	rely	on	each	other	in	order	to	have	successful	class	
discussions.		

2. Reflections	(50	Points)	
You	will	be	required	respond	to	5	writing	prompts	throughout	the	semester.	
Each	week	there	will	be	a	writing	prompt	that	corresponds	with	the	weeks	
lesson,	of	which	you	will	choose	5.	You	will	submit	your	3-5	page	response	to	
the	writing	prompt	on	canvas	by	Friday	at	midnight.	There	are	12	weeks		to	
choose	from.	

3. Media	Discussion	Board	(50	Points)	
Each	week	you	will	be	required	to	engage	in	a	canvas	discussion	board	about	
disability	in	the	media.	For	one	of	the	weeks	you	will	be	a	poster	and	for	all	
other	weeks	you	will	be	a	commenter.	For	the	week	that	you	are	a	poster	you	
must	find	and	read/watch	a	news	or	magazine	article,	article	from	an	online	
popular	media/news	source	(anything	like	CNN,	Vox,	Buzzfeed),	episode	of	a	
TV	show,	video,	or	recently	released	movie	or	book	that	references	disability	
or	a	disabled	character.	You	will	then	write	a	quick	(at	least	250	words)	
summary	of	the	piece	and	how	it	approaches	disability	and	post	it	on	the	
discussion	board	for	the	week	(by	midnight	on	Tuesday	of	each	week).	In	the	
same	post	you	will	also	critically	analyze	how	disability	is	being	represented	
in	the	piece	(at	least	250	words).	Your	full	post	should	total	500	words	and	
you	will	also	provide	a	link	for	your	piece	if	applicable.	You	will	then	be	
responsible	for	checking	your	post	and	monitoring	and	engaging	in	the	
discussion.	On	weeks	were	you	are	a	commenter	you	are	expected	to	
comment	on	the	posts	and	engage	in	a	discussion	about	the	piece	posters	
have	provided.	Each	week	you	are	expected	to	write	at	least	3	comments		(at	
least	50	words	each).	The	goal	is	to	have	a	back	and	forth	dialogue	between	
posters	and	commenters.	Due	by	each	Friday	at	midnight.	

4. Class	Facilitation	(50	Points)	
You	will	be	required	to	facilitate	class	one	week.	This	will	include	presenting	
one	of	the	readings	for	the	week,	writing	discussion	questions,	and	leading	
class	discussion.	This	presentation	should	be	no	longer	then	7	min.		
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5. Final	Paper	(100	Points)	
You	will	write	a	final	research	paper	answering	specific	research	questions,	
making	a	theoretical	argument,	and	demonstrating	what	you	learned	this	
semester.		

6. Final	Paper	Presentation		(50	Points)	
During	the	final	weeks	of	class	you	will	present	your	paper	to	the	class	via	a	
multi-media	presentation.	
	

Policies		
 
TURNING IN ASSIGNMENTS: I will not accept work via email or canvas message 
unless previously stated for a specific assignment. If you email an assignment the 
assignment will not be graded. I do not accept late assignments unless you have an 
official documented excuse.   
FINAL GRADES: It the choice of  the instructor to use a + or – grading system. A	
grade	 of	 incomplete	 (I)	 is	 given	 only	 under	 extenuating	 circumstances	 and	 at	 the	
instructor’s	discretion.	Students	seeking	an	“I”	grade	must	be	passing	the	course	at	
the	time	of	the	request. 
TECHNOLOGY: If you are having problems with technology, please contact USF IT. 
Your course mentors and I cannot help with technology issues. USF IT Live Support: 
http://usffl.service-now.com/  
UNIVERSITY ATTENDANCE POLICY: Policy. Valid excuses for absences include 
documented illness, deaths in the family, calls to active military duty or jury duty, 
religious holy days, and official University activities. Consideration will also be given to 
students whose dependent children experience serious illness. These absences will be 
accommodated in a way that does not arbitrarily penalize students who have a valid 
excuse. Students are responsible for all of the material covered in class on those days they 
have missed. Please inform me ahead of time if you will be missing class to observe a 
religious holiday. 
DIFFICULITES WITH THE MATERIAL:. If you are having difficulty understanding 
a  specific assignment, course material, or topic do not hesitate to ask for clarification 
during class time or attend my office hours. If you are having considerable difficulties in 
the course, please make an appointment or drop by USF Tutoring on the USF Tampa 
campus. You already pay for this service, use it! Visit this link for more details: 
http://www.lib.usf.edu/tutoring/subjects/  
DISABILITY/EQUAL ACCESS statement: I strive to make the classroom an inclusive 
space for students with and without disables. Students with disabilities are responsible for 
registering with Students with Disabilities Services in order to receive academic 
accommodations. SDS encourages students to notify instructors of accommodation needs 
at least 5 business days prior to needing the accommodation. A letter from SDS must 
accompany this request  (a “Memorandum	 of	 Accommodation”).	 Accommodated	
examinations	 through	 the	 Office	 of	 Students	 with	 Disability	 Services	 require	 two	
weeks’	notice.		Course	documents	are	available	in	alternative	format	if	requested	in	
the	 student’s	 Memorandum	 of	 Accommodations.	 For	 more	 information,	 visit:	
(http://www.usf.edu/student-affairs/student-disabilities-
services/accommodations/index.aspx	
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY OF STUDENTS USF3.027: Students attending USF are 
awarded degrees in recognition of successful completion of coursework in their chosen 
fields of study. Each individual is expected to earn his/her degree on the basis of personal 
effort. Consequently, any form of cheating on examinations or plagiarism on assigned 
papers constitutes unacceptable deceit and dishonesty. USF maintains a contract with a 
plagiarism detection service, and faculty members are encouraged to use this service. 
Academic dishonesty cannot be tolerated in the University community and will be 
punishable, according to the seriousness of the offense, in conformity with regulation 
USF3.027. 
PENALTIES FOR ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Penalties for academic dishonesty 
will depend on the seriousness of the offense and may include giving the student an "F" 
or "Zero" on the subject paper, lab report, etc.; or an "F" or “FF” grade in the course. If 
the offense is serious enough, it may 
warrant the student's suspension or 
expulsion from the University. The 
University drop and forgiveness 
policies may not be used for a course 
in which the student has been 
accused of academic dishonesty. The 
internal transcript of a student who is 
awarded an "F" for academic 
dishonesty will read "FF." Note: A 
grade of “F” for academic 
dishonesty, resulting in a grade of 
“FF” in the student’s record, requires 
notification of the intent to award the 
grade to the student and subsequent 
approval by the Graduate Dean or 
Undergraduate Dean as appropriate. 
Notice that a student has been 
dismissed for reasons of academic 
dishonesty is reflected on the 
student’s transcript as “Dismissed for 
Academic Dishonesty.” See regulation USF3.027. 
**Please also note that the sharing of calculators or talking during exams is considered 
academic dishonesty.** 

• For details on this policy, go to 
(http://www.ugs.usf.edu/policy/academicintegrityofstudents.pdf) 

• For a plain-language review: (usfweb2.usf.edu/ethics/ai5/index.html) 
 
SENSITIVITY AND ETIQUETTE: The topics we discuss in this class often are of a 
sensitive nature and it is imperative that we recognize the complexities of these issues. 
All students must be respectful of both the students and instructor. 
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT/SEXUAL HARASSMENET REPORTING: USF is 
committed to providing an environment free from sex discrimination, including sexual 
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harassment and sexual violence (USF System Policy 0-004).  The USF Center for Victim 
Advocacy and Violence Prevention is a confidential resource where you can talk about 
incidents of sexual harassment and gender-based crimes including sexual assault, 
stalking, and domestic/relationship violence.  This confidential resource can help you 
without having to report your situation to either the Office of Student Rights and 
Responsibilities (OSSR) or the Office of Diversity, Inclusion, and Equal Opportunity 
(DIEO), unless you request that they make a report. Please be aware that in compliance 
with Title IX and under the USF System Policy, educators must report incidents of sexual 
harassment and gender-based crimes including sexual assault, stalking, and 
domestic/relationship violence. If you disclose any of these situations in class, in papers, 
or to me personally, I am required to report it to OSSR or DIEO for investigation. 
Contact the USF Center for Victim Advocacy and Violence Prevention: (813) 974-5757. 
UNIVERSITY EMERGENCY POLICY: In the event of an emergency, it may be 
necessary for USF to suspend normal operations. During this time, USF may opt to 
continue delivery of instruction through methods that include but are not limited to: 
Canvas, Elluminate, Skype, and email messaging and/or an alternate schedule. It's the 
responsibility of the student to monitor Canvas site for each class for course specific 
communication, and the main USF, College, and department websites, emails, and 
MoBull messages for important general information. 
SYLLABUS CHANGE POLICY: Except for changes that substantially affect 
evaluation, the syllabus and reading schedule are subject to change at the instructor’s 
discretion (with reasonable notice). 
 
 
Date  Readings/Due 
Week 1 8/21 Syllabus day  
8/23 Introducing Disability  

Disability Models 
DS  ix-50 

Week 2 8/28 History & Law  
Ablest language 

DS 51-78 

8/30 Social Movements 
Film: Lives worth Living 

Scotch -Politics and 
Policy in the History of 
the Disability Rights 
Movement 

 
Week 3 9/4 Labor day 

 
 

9/6 Family and Childhood 
Ted talk: Love no Matter 
What 

DS 79-112 

Week 4 9/11 Family and childhood 
 

Green - Mothering 
Amanda  
Green-  Tired not Sad 

9/13 Adolescence and Adulthood 
The Bodily Experience of 

DS 113-144 
DS 145-180 
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Disability 
Week 5 9/18 Disability in Media DS 181-208 
9/20  Black & Peters - Victims 

and Victors: 
Representation 
of Physical Disability on 
the Silver Screen  

Harnett- Escaping the 
‘Evil Avenger’ and the 
‘Super Crip’: Images of 
disability in television  

 
Week 6 9/25 Disability and Medical 

Technologies  
Critical models of disability 
 

DS 209-230 

9/27 Disability and Medical 
Technologies  
Critical models of disability 
Film: A world without 
Down Syndrome  

Caeton-  Choice of a 
Lifetime: Disability, 
Feminism, and 
Reproductive Rights 

Week 7 10/2 Feminist Model of 
disability 

Garland-Thomson 
Feminist disability studies 

10/4 Disabled sources of 
Inspiration?  
Ted talk “I am not your 
inspiration” 

DCMI- pt 1 

Week 8 10/9 Feminist Model of 
disability 

DCMI – pt 2 

10/11 Disability and Race DCMI – pt 2 

Stuart - Race and 
Disability: Just a Double 
Oppression?  

Week 9 10/16 Disability, Gender, and 
Race 

Peterson - An African-
American woman with 
disabilities: the 
intersection of gender, 
race and disability  

Meekosha - What the Hell 
are You? An 
Intercategorical Analysis 
of Race, Ethnicity, 
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Gender and Disability in 
the Australian Body 
Politic  

10/18 Disability, Gender, and 
Race 

Banks - Gangsters and 
wheelchairs: urban 
teachers’perceptions of 
disability, race and gender 

Week 10 10/23 Disability and Sexuality 
Film: The Last Taboo 

Sherry-Overlaps and 
contradictions between 
queer theory and 
disability studies. 

10/25 Disability and Sexuality 
 

Hirschmann-Queer/fear: 
disability, sexuality, and 
the other 

Samuels- My Body, My 
Closet Invisible Disability 
and the Limits of 
Coming-Out Discourse  

 
 

Week 11 10/30 Intersectional approach to 
disability 

Block & Balcazar -From 
Pathology to Power 
 
Raising Gen RX -pt 1 

 
11/1 Intersectional approach to 

disability 
Raising Gen RX -pt 2 
Raising Gen RX- pt 3 
 

Week 12 11/6 Crip theory Egner – A Messy 
Trajectory: From Medical 
Sociology to Crip Theory  

11/8 Crip Theory  Schalk - Coming to claim 
crip: Disidentification 
with/in disability studies. 
 
 

Week 13 11/13 Crip Theory Solis - Snow White and 
the Seven "Dwarfs"- 
Queercripped 

11/15 Presentations  
Week 14 11/20 Presentations  
11/22 Reading day  
Week 15 11/27 Presentations  
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11/29 Presentations  
12/4  Final Paper Due by 

Midnight 
 
*The instructor reserves the right to change this schedule and syllabus including but not 
limited to: Assignments, due dates, schedule, office hours, and chapters covered. 
** Thank you to Dr. Sara Green for the use of some of her class materials in the 
construction of this syllabus. 
***COPYRIGHT RESTRICTION: In compliance with Regulations of The Higher 
Education Opportunity Act of 2008 I must inform you that this syllabus and course 
material may be subject to copyright protection.  This syllabus is the property of the 
instructor and USF. There information herein including but not limited to: Schedule, 
Global Citizen Project, Objectives, Outcomes, Policies, and Statistics tree, and any course 
materials including but not limited to: Exams, Activities, and Quizes should not be shared 
with students not in this course, online, or for monetary gain. Materials used in 
connection with this course may be subject to copyright protection under Title 17 of the 
United States Code. Under certain Fair Use circumstances specified by law, copies may e 
made for private study, scholarship, or research. Electronic copies should not be shared 
with unauthorized users if a user fails to comply with Fair Use restrictions, they may be 
liable for copyright infringement.  
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Class	Facilitation	
You	will	be	required	to	facilitate	class	one	week.	This	will	include	presenting	one	of	
the	readings	for	the	week,	writing	discussion	questions,	and	leading	class	
discussion.	
		
Your	facilitation	should	include:	
• 5-7	minute	presentation	of	the	summary	of	the	piece	and	your	thoughts	about	it.	
• 1-2	discussion	questions	to	pose	to	the	class	(these	questions	should	prompt	

discussion)	
• The	presentation	should	be	no	longer	then	7	minutes.	You	will	be	cut-off	and	loose	

points	should	you	go	over	the	allotted	time.	
	
Presentation	Structure:	

• Use	of	visual	aid	(power	point/handout/video)	
• 3-4	min.	summarize	the	reading	
• 3-4	min.	talk	about	your	analysis	of	the	reading	
• Slide/handout	with	1-2	strong	discussion	questions	
• Bring	a	copy	of	your	notes/handout/powerpoint	in	paper	form	for	me	to	

write	on	
	
Below	I	have	examples	of	some	good	and	poor	discussion	question.	
	
Poor:		

• So	what	did	you	think	of	this	article?	(You	want	to	avoid	questions	that	are	
too	broad)	

• What	date	was	the	ADA	passed?	(You	want	to	avoid	questions	that	are	too	
specific)	

		
Good:		

• What	do	you	think	the	author	is	inferring	to	when	they	say	that	capitalism	
contributes	to	societal	understandings	of	disability?	

• This	author	explains	that	most	people	don't	think	disabled	people	are	sexual,	
can	you	think	of	some	examples	from	TV	or	movies	were	disabled	people	are	
stereotyped	as	being	asexual?	Explain	how?	

• What	model	of	disability	is	this	author	coming	from?	How	can	you	tell?	
• I	disagree	with	the	authors	point	of	view	when	they	say	"______________",	I	

disagree	because	____________.	Do	you	agree	or	disagree	with	the	author?	Why?	
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Discussion	Posts	
	
Each	week	you	will	be	required	to	engage	in	a	canvas	discussion	board	about	
disability	in	the	media.	For	1	of	the	weeks	you	will	be	a	poster	and	for	the	other	
weeks	you	will	be	a	commenter.		
	
For	the	week	that	you	are	a	poster	you	must	find	and	read/watch	a	news	or	
magazine	article,	article	from	an	online	popular	media/news	source	(anything	like	
Vox	or	Buzzfeed),	episode	of	a	TV	show,	video,	or	recently	released	movie	or	book	
that	references	disability	or	a	disabled	character.	You	will	then	write	a	quick	(at	
least	250	words)	summary	of	the	piece	and	how	it	approaches	disability	and	post	it	
on	the	discussion	board	for	the	week.	In	the	same	post	you	will	also	critically	
analyze	how	disability	is	being	represented	in	the	piece	(at	least	250	words).	Your	
full	post	should	total	500	words	and	you	will	also	provide	a	link	for	your	piece	if	
applicable	(Due	by	midnight	on	Tuesday	of	each	week).	You	will	then	be	
responsible	for	checking	in	your	post	and	monitoring	and	engaging	in	the	
discussion	(you	must	respond	to	posters	and	answer	questions).	
	
On	weeks	were	you	are	a	commenter	you	are	expected	to	comment	on	the	posts	and	
engage	in	a	discussion	about	the	piece	posters	have	provided.	Each	week	you	are	
expected	to	write	at	least	3	comments	(at	least	50	words	each).	The	goal	is	to	have	
a	back	and	forth	dialogue	between	posters	and	commenters.	Due	by	each	Friday	at	
midnight.	
		
Breakdown	for	posters:	

• 250	word	summary	about	an	article,	tv	show,	movie	book,	etc..	
• Include	the	link	or	name	of	TV	show/Movie	
• 250	word	analysis	(Examples	of	starting	points:	What	did	you	think?	How	

was	disability	represented?	Was	disability	stereotyped?	What	does	this	say	
to	society	about	disability?	What	would	disabled	people	reading/watching	
this	think?	Is	this	about	disability	in	the	news?	Did	someone	prominent	say	
something	offensive?	What	does	that	mean	for	disabled	people?)	

• Due	Tuesday	by	midnight.	
		
Breakdown	for	commenters:	

• 3	comments	on	any	one	of	the	posts.	
• At	least	50	words	each.	
• Due	by	Friday	at	midnight.		

		
		
Please	feel	free	to	email	me	with	questions.	
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Weekly	Reflections	
You	will	have	the	option	of	submitting	a	reflection	each	week.	You	must	submit	5	
but	you	may	submit	6	(and	I	will	drop	your	lowest	grade).	You	get	to	choose	which	
weeks	you	will	submit	a	reflection	(out	of	12	weeks)	
	
You	will	submit	your	3-5	page	response	to	the	writing	prompt	on	canvas	by	Sunday	
at	midnight.	Sometimes	the	writing	prompt	is	only	one	question	and	other	times	it	is	
multiple	questions.	If	it	is	multiple	questions	make	sure	you	answer	all	questions!		
		
• You	may	only	submit	word	or	PDF	files	
• Times	New	Roman	size	12	
• Double	Spaced	
• Standard	Margins	
• Essay/Paragraph	form	(no	lists)	
• Citations	required	(any	style:	APA,	ASA,	MLA...etc)	
• Spell	and	Grammar	check		
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Final	paper	Disability	and	Society	
	
This	paper	is	expected	to	be	10-15	pages	in	length	
Format:		

• 12	pt.	Font		
• Times	New	Roman	
• Double	Spaced	
• 1-Inch	Margins	
• Title	Page	
• 3000	words	minimum	(about	10	pages)	not	including	references	and	title	

page	
• See	formatting	example	
• Reference	page.	You	may	use:	APA,	MLA,	ASA,	Or	Chicago	
• Don’t	forget	to	cite	in	text!		
• 	Helpful	website	for	citations:	

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/	
	
Content:	
	

1. Pick	a	specific	topic	discussed	in	class	or	a	current	social	problem	or	issue	
concerning	disability	as	the	focus	of	your	paper.	This	could	be	a	topic	of	
debate	or	argument.	You	must	be	able	to	from	a	sociological/academic	
argument.	Pick	something	that	interests	you;	it	will	make	it	easy	to	write	
about.	You	will	hand	in	an	abstract	in	advance	to	receive	approval.		

	
2. This	is	meant	to	be	a	persuasive	paper.	You	must	use	research	and	academic	

work	to	argue	a	specific	point	of	view.	
	

3. You	must	use	at	least	one	of	the	3	models	of	disability	discussed	in	class	to	
make	your	argument.	Choose	at	least	one	model	apply	it	to	your	problem	and	
make	your	argument.		
	

4. Define,	describe,	and	explain	the	topic,	apply	a	model	and	make	an	
argument.	

a. Define	the	topic/problem/debate/issue	
b. Describe	and	Explain	the	topic/issue	from	all	sides.	How	does	it	

affects	disabled	people?	How	does	it	and	what	aspects	of	society	does	
it	affects?		

c. Apply	a	model	to	the	problem.		
d. Choose	a	perspective	and	Argue	your	case.	This	paper	should	be	a	

persuasive	research	paper.	Complete	with	a	thesis	statement.	
	
Sources:	
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• You	are	encouraged	to	use	the	books	and	articles	used	in	class.	You	must	use	
at	least	3	works	from	class	and	5	other	(not	provided	in	class)	peer-reviewed	
sources.	In	addition	to	your	5	peer-reviewed	sources	you	may	use	
newspapers	or	news	magazines/online	sites	(do	not	use	any	clearly	
religiously/politically	biased	sources).		
	

• You	must	cite	all	sources	in	a	references/works	cited	page	and	in-text.	
	
List	of	Topic	Examples	(You	must	run	your	topic	by	me	before	it	is	accepted):	

1. Disability	and	the	prison	system		
a. Are	prisons	the	new	institutions?		
b. Do	disabled	prisoners	have	rights?	Should	they	have	more?	

2. Medical	Law/Health	Policy		
a. Choose	a	new	or	changing	piece	of	legislation	to	discuss	

3. 	Disability	and	Sports	
4. Prevalent	diagnosis	of	ADHD	
5. Abortion	and	Disability	
6. Euthanasia	and	Disability		
7. Disability	in	Disney	movies	
8. Medical	interventions/Technologies	

a. Cochlear	Implants		
b. Limb	lengthening	surgeries		
c. ADHD	medication	

9. Disability	and	sex	
a. LGBT/Disability	identities	
b. Disability	and	sexual	practices	
c. Disability	and	sexual	rights	

10. Vaccinations	and	disability		
11. Race	and	disability		

a. Trace	history	of	eugenics	movements	is	specific	countries	
b. Examine	the	unique	experience’s	of		disabled	people	of	color		

12. Disability	and	the	media	
a. Analyze	the	way	disability	has	been	represented	in	a	particular	

film/book/tv	show.	
13. Disability	and	Social	movements	

a. Use	twitter	hashtages	or	a	specific	hashtag	to	examine	social	
movement	activities	pertaining	to	disabled	people		

b. Disability	rights	vs.	Disability	Justice	
14. Disability	and	the	military	

a. Treatment	of	disabled	veterans	
b. PTSD	
c. Rights	for	disabled	veterans	

15. Disability	under	the	Trump	administration	
a. Examine	Trump	administration	interpretations	of	disability	policies	
b. Devos	and	disability	education	
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16. Disability	and	Education	
a. Tracking/isolation	of	disabled	students	
b. Racial	inequalities	in	schools	and	disability	diagnosis	

17. Disability	in	Urban	society	
a. Differences	in	experiences	of	disability	within	urban/rural	spaces	

18. ADA	
a. What	rights	are	not	covered,	what	should,	how	should	ADA	change?	Is	

the	ADA	sufficient?	
19. Disability	and	Abuse	
20. Disability	and	(de)institutionalization	

	
Final	paper	presentation	
	
For	your	final	paper	presentation	you	will	create	trifold	poster	(if	you	are	unable	to	
afford	to	purchase	the	trifold	poster	board	please	see	me	at	least	three	weeks	prior	
to	your	presentation	so	I	can	provide	one	for	your.)	
	
You	MUST	be	present	the	day	of	your	assigned	presentation	to	receive	credit.	
	
This	poster	should	outline	your	final	paper.	It	should	include:	

1. Your	name	and	title	of	your	paper	
2. An	Introduction	paragraph	
3. A	thesis	statement	and	a	description	of	the	issue	
4. The	important	points	from	each	side	of	the	debate	
5. The	model(s)	you	have	applied	and	how	you	applied	them	
6. Your	final	argument		
7. References	

	
Format:	

1. Trifold	poster	board	(no	sheets	of	paper	or	posterboard)		
2. Clear,	clean,	and	easy	to	read	
3. Visuals/pictures	
4. Colorful	and/or	eye-catching	(You	can	print/type;	you	do	not	need	to	have	

artistic	ability	to	do	well	at	this).	
	
Presentation	

1. You	will	stand	next	to	your	poster	while	students	and	myself	walk	around	
and	look	at	them.	

2. You	will	present	your	paper	in	a	5	minute	presentation	to	myself	and	the	rest	
of	the	class.		

3. You	will	be	expected	to	answer	questions	your	peers	and	I	have	on	your	
project.	

4. You	will	also	be	expected	to	ask	your	peers	questions	when	viewing	their	
posters.	

5. Be	prepared	to	answer/ask	questions	about/pertaining	to:	
a. References.	
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b. Arguments.	
c. Why	the	presenter	used	the	sociological	concepts	they	did.	
d. Why	the	presenter	chose	the	compromise/solution	they	did.	
e. How	the	presenter	came	up	with	the	compromise/solution.	
f. What	is	sociologically	significant	about	the	topic	they	chose?	

	
Participation	

1. You	will	be	also	be	graded	on	your	ability	to	engage	with	other	students	and	
their	posters/presentations.		

2. You	are	required	to	ask	at	least	one	question	a	day.	
3. You	will	fill	out	a	feedback	sheet	for	3	students	a	day.		

	
	
	
I,	___________________________,	have	read	the	above	syllabus	and	agree	to	the	schedule	
and	procedures	stated	therein.	I	understand	the	grading	scale,	attendance	policy,	
academic	dishonesty	policy	and	what	is	expected	of	me	in	reference	to	this	course.	I	
understand	that	the	schedule	is	subject	to	change	at	instructor	Egner’s	discretion.		
	
Signature_____________________________________	
	
Printed	Name________________________________	
	
Date___________________________________________	
 
	


